I
f you are like me, you may wonder, what does AIBS really do? Although I have been a long-term member of AIBS, subscriber to BioScience, and generally aware of meetings organized by AIBS over the years, this question came into especially sharp focus for me when I was elected president last year. What I have learned during the past year as president-elect is that AIBS is a radically different organization from what it was even a few years ago, with active and successful programs along a continuum from education to public policy.
As an organization comprising some 6,000 individual members and 83 professional societies and organizations-the latter with a pooled membership of more than 240,000, having doubled within the last five years-AIBS has now become a major force in promoting biology and helping biologists on many levels. Here are a few of the ways AIBS carries out its mission.
Networking, collaborating, and speaking up: While the annual AIBS meetings continue as they have since 1948 (the 2002 meeting on the topic of evolution will be held 22-24 March-see registration materials in this issue-and the March 2003 meeting theme will be "Bioethics for a Changing World"), it is on the broader scale of facilitating communication among biologists that AIBS succeeds by being "on the ground" in Washington, working for its members through coalitions with other scientific associations at local, national, and international levels. In particular, in the public policy realm, AIBS recently expanded its public policy office, thanks to generous support from more than a dozen member societies. AIBS staff provide expert analyses of legislation and other developments while representing biologists' interests to policymakers (and vice versa). Recent topics addressed include evolution education, research funding, and Smithsonian Institution restructuring. The AIBS education office, too, was expanded this past year; the "Eye on Education" column premiers in this issue of BioScience; AIBS education staff have worked recently on textbook reviews and curriculum reform. Moreover, online services at www.aibs.org provide key contacts and information for the AIBS membership community, as well as special-interest services such as public policy reports and US-Canada-wide alerts on creationist activities.
BioScience and BioOne: Ranked fifth out of 51 journals in the biology category of ISI's Journal Citation Report, BioScience is AIBS's peer-reviewed journal for researchers, educators, and students alike. AIBS is a founding partner in the BioOne online journals project, now offering more than 46 AIBS member-society journals, including BioScience, online.
Funding opportunities database and virtual library:
A pair of newly offered services are the Community of Science online database of public and private grants and awards worldwide for researchers, educators, and students and the AIBS Virtual Library, a compilation (since 2000) of online and CD-ROM lectures by some of the world's most prominent scientists and teachers, recorded at AIBS annual meetings. National roundtable series: Recent topics at these small, focused gatherings include cloning, environmental and biodiversity policy, and bioterrorism (see the AIBSnews report in this issue).
Look for information on these and other AIBS activities and programs-such as SPARS, the AIBS division that provides peer review services to federal and state governments, academia, private foundations, and industry-at the AIBS home page, www.aibs.org.
I am pleased to have been elected president of this important, ever-growing, and highly effective organization. I look forward to helping AIBS find ways to reach even higher levels of service for biology and to bridge the gaps among professional biologists, thus strengthening their-our-voice in today's world.
-GENE E. LIKENS President, AIBS 
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